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CHAP,    honours and offerings bestowed on the tombs of the
saints.   But while the reformers thus manifested
their zeal against superstitions alien to the spirit of
Mahometanism,  they,  with  an inconsistency not
uncommon,  adopted  a practice  clearly borrowed,
like the practices which they condemned, from the
people among whom the lot of these restorers of
the ancient fabric of the faith had been cast.    They
carried their assumption of superior sanctity to the
degree of refusing to eat with any but members of
their own sect; and the exclusion was so strictly
maintained as to lead to the separation, of even the
nearest relations.    They seem to have been regard-
less of giving offence, to have been careless of con-
sequences, and to have imbibed at least so much of
the original spirit of Mahometanism as freed them
from all repugnance to the use of violence when it
could be employed in propagating the faith.    They
were met by their opponents in a corresponding
spirit, and some zemindars unfortunately were led
tq exercise their authority in hostility to the new
opinions.     These zemindars, being Hindoos, had
little sympathy with the reformers.     They were
habitually averse to change of any kind; their feel-
ings on this account were against the new sect,
and the more strongly, because its members were
far more bitter and uncompromising enemies of
Hindooism, than those Mahometans who were con-
tent to yield to their prophet such a measure of
obedience only as was ordinarily current-    Another
motive for the interference of the Hindoo zemin-